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AUDIENCE

ITU Telecom World 2017 brought together nations, leading players and SMEs from around the world, from public and private 
sectors. High-level participants included Young Min You, Minister of Science and ICT, Republic of Korea; Byung-soo Suh, 
Mayor of Busan Metropolitan City; Abdulaziz Bin Salem Al Ruwais, Governor, Communications and Information Technology 
Commission (CITC), Saudi Arabia; Majed Al Mesmar, Deputy Director General, Telecom Sector, Telecommunciations 
Regulatory Authority, United Arab Emirates; Rudiantara, Minister of Communication and Information Technology, 
Indonesia; Siyabonga Cyprian Cwele, Minister of Telecommunications and Postal Services, South Africa; István Mikola, 
Minister of State for Security and International Cooperation, Ministry of Foreign A�airs and Trade, Hungary; and Edwin 
Estrada Hernández, Deputy Minister of Telecommunications, Ministry of Science, Technology and Telecommunications, 
Costa Rica.

Participating leaders at the event spanned ministers and regulators, CEOs and CTOs of major ICT players, heads  
of international organizations and UN agencies, Ambassadors, Mayors, academics and SMEs from around the world.



https://telecomworld.itu.int/exhibitor-sponsor-list/
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Forum sessions explored topics crucial to smart  
digital transformation, including new approaches  
to connectivity; the development of new technologies 
such as AI, IoT and 5G; the importance of content and 
capacity; digital literacy and skills for the smart era; the 
reinvention of telcos; digital resilience and cybersecurity. 

Other Forum highlights included Ministerial Roundtables 
on transforming the ICT sector, shaping smart 
industries, and digital citizens, as well as the Third 
Economic Industry Expert Roundtable exploring the 
economic impact of AI. 

Partner sessions with KT, TDIA, Nigeria, IMDA, MSIT, 
MIAC and CSAIA debated issues such as AI in smart 
cities, intelligent networks, TDD spectrum and 5G,  
the 4th industrial revolution and the role and functions 
of satellite applications in the Belt and Road initiative.

FORUM

125 speakers from 41 countries took part in plenaries, panel 
debates, workshops, high-level roundtables and networking 
sessions in the Forum and at the Leadership Summit.

ITU Telecom World gives me inspiration and insights each 
year. We get to see what other developed and innovative 
countries are applying in emerging technologies,  

and it is also a platform for all parties and stakeholders  
to discuss future development.
Yang Hua, Secretary-General, TDIA
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ITU TELECOM WORLD AWARDS

The ITU Telecom World Awards – now in its third 
successful year – showcased innovative digital solutions 
with social impact from SMEs and corporations alike. 
During the week of the event, selected finalists pitched 
their ideas and innovations and fielded tough questions  
from a jury of experts. 

Winners and finalists in several categories were 
presented with trophies and certificates by ITU 
Secretary-General Houlin Zhao in a high-profile 
ceremony on the last day of the event in the presence 
of ministers, industry leaders, representatives of media, 
academia and international organizations from across 
the globe. 

Winning entries spanned areas from micro-lending 
to a location-based shopping platform, an artificial 
intelligence-powered concierge robot, a digital data 
analytics solution and a voice recognition-based 
diagnostic system for babies.

See the full list of winners and finalists

This award will inspire me 
and my team to continue 
fighting for SMEs in 

South East Asia. I am proud 
to be here to see the exciting 
innovations – the new era of 
technology here inspires me  
to do more and want to 
achieve more for society.
Iwan Kurniawan, Co-founder and CEO, Modalku, 
Indonesia & Global SME Excellence Award Winner

https://telecomworld.itu.int/2017-event/awards/awards-2017/
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As the international platform connecting ICT SMEs 
with corporations and governments, networking took 
centre stage at the event. A dedicated business 
matchmaking service, organized by MSIT and Busan 
Metropolitan City, provided targeted B2B and B2G 
matchmaking opportunities in a specially-designed 
space for national delegations and exhibiting 
companies or organizations. A total of 70 meetings 
were held, enabling 67 large and small companies  
and organizations from 20 countries across the world  
to meet and talk business. 

A lunch hosted by Senegal facilitated networking  
and discussion, along with high profile networking 
occasions such as the Event Opening Ceremony, 
Welcome Reception and Farewell Reception. 
Networking breaks and happy hours sponsored  
by Inmarsat and Subah helped ensure conversations 
continued during and after Forum sessions.

We have benefited a lot 
in terms of networking, 
and in terms of business 

expansion. This is the right place 
for us, it provides exposure and 
it provides experience, we will 
take it back to Sudan and 
implement what we can do 
and make a di�erence.
Bazara Imam Ali Barry,  
Business Development DPT. Director, NCTR, Sudan

B2B B2G CONNECTIONS

The network and 
connections you can 
build at an event like this 

are invaluable, from a business 
perspective, from an investor 
perspective, from a networking 
perspective. There is so much 
synergy that we can definitely 
strengthen partnerships.
Matthias Brodner, Simplus Innovation,  
Global SME Award Best Business Model Winner,  
South Africa



http://www.itu.int/en/journal/001/Pages/cfp.aspx






http://telecomworld.itu.int/register-your-interest-2018
http://www.linkedin.com/company/3669343
https://www.linkedin.com/groups/3926083
https://telecomworld.itu.int/2017-event/2017-daily-highlights/
https://www.flickr.com/photos/itupictures/collections/72157630527796340/
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLpoIPNlF8P2NoClukSf9qyNfyUoqQ2P_4
https://telecomworld.itu.int/news-blog/
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